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Those pamphlets drew upon him numerous attacks'. Against the common weapons of literary warfare he was hardened; but there were two instances of animadversion which 1 communicated to him, and from what I could jud^e, both from his silence and his looks, appeared to me to ini-press him much.
One was, A Letter /<> Dr> Sain net y<>/ww/, occasuwt'tt by his late political Publications, It appeared previous to his Tax-at'wn iw '/V/w////r, and was written by Dr. Joseph Towers". In that: performance, Dr. Johnson was treated with the re-spect due to so eminent a man, while his conduct as a polit-ical writer was boldly and pointedly arraigned, as ineonsist-ent with the character of one, who, if he did employ his pen upon politics,
Ml wi^ht reasoiuhly he expected should distinguish himself, not by party violence and nmnmr, but by moderation ami by wisdom.'
It concluded thus :
(I would, however, wish you to remember, should you a^ain :ul-dress the {niblick under the eharactt-r of a ptilitical writer, that lux-urianee <»f hna^iaation or energy of lau^uaj;e will ill compensate for the want of candour, of justice, uml of truth, And I shall tmly add, that .should 1 lincaller be* dispjisnl to read, as t lirrelcifure have dtiut1, the inost t-xcrllrnt of all your prrft tnuauccs, 77/r- AWwMv, the pleasure which 1 have been atvuMmued to find in it. will be much diminished by the reflection that the writer of MO moral, so ek'fjant, and so valuable a work, was capable of prostituting , his tal-erits in such productions as 7'/t(" AVAr" ,-//</r///, the *///i»//*y//v tw th? ni;- fat I kiting s /v/»/w«A\ and 'the /'///•/<»/.'
I am willing to do justice to the merit of l)r. Towers, of whom I will .say, that although I abhor Ins "Whitish
1 R. H. Sheri<l;ui thought «»f jniuiit^ in these uttuckn, In his Lfjff hy Moore ri. 1511 fntgitieius «>f his projected jifinwer ure given, lie, intciuled to attack I«»hus«»n «in the sitle «»f his jK'itsitin. ( )ne tlnnight In4 varies threr liuu-.s. 'Such pautphlrln.' he wrilt% 'will be us trifliu^ and JHHincere an the venal quit-rent nf a hirth»«iuy ode.' Thin again apiH-urs us' The eany quit-rent «»f refined |i;»negyrie,' untl yet again us 'The rniwruhle quit-rent nf an uriiuud j«tinjihh*i,'
8 Her /<>,v/, beginning of r/Kt.
tlemocraticalutr tnld that tin* runfiiiriii uf Nnrih Ainrriru contititis tlirrt* ruiilitins. in»t «»( HUM* inrri'ly, hut t»f whig'-j, «ii whi^s fk'rc'f fur lihrrty un<! tlistliiinfttl «f dominion ; that thry utiiitiply with lh« fcu'uudity <»f thc-ir mvn raiilfiuakrrt, su that rvrry qtmrtrr t»f at-e?n-tury dmil'lrs thrtr niiinlwr/ U"orA\, vi, 4^7, Huikr, iu his S/vee/i on
